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Press release 
New head of business unit appointed 
 

Zurich, May 23, 2023 – Kessler has promoted René Fernandez to the new position of Head of 

Special Risks, effective May 1. René Fernandez and his team are responsible for clients and 

risks in the ICT and Financial Services business units. 

 

René Fernandez started his career at Kessler in the Special Risks business unit. Following a detour to 

another insurer, he returned to Kessler in 2014 as Team Leader in the Financial Lines business unit. 

As Practice Leader, he was responsible for various areas of financial lines insurance, which as of this 

year also includes cyber insurance. On May 1, he became the first Head of the new business unit of 

Special Risks. René Fernandez is a VBV insurance broker and has a Bachelor of Science in Business 

Administration (ZFH). 

 

In making this addition to the management team, Kessler is honoring the strong business 

development of the Special Risks business unit and setting the course for further growth. Pascal 

Schweingruber, Member of the Executive Committee, on René Fernandez’s promotion: “I am 

delighted that he has been appointed to this role and look forward to working with him. René will be an 

ideal complement and reinforcement for the management team.” 

 

The Special Risks business unit will now be led by three unit heads. Along with René Fernandez 

(Financial Services and ICT), these are Christian Peters (Commercial, Multinational, Claims) and Timo 

Salvisberg (Credit, Private Equity and M&A). 

 

If you have any questions, please contact: 

Angélique Hofmann Pittet 

T +41 21 321 66 51 

angelique.hofmannpittet@kessler.ch 

 

 

 

Kessler is the leading Swiss enterprise specializing in comprehensive risk, insurance and pension fund consulting. We advise 

over 1,500 medium-sized and large Swiss companies from the service, trading and manufacturing industries, as well as the 

public sector. Thanks to our expertise in each of these economic sectors, our highly qualified staff and our leading market 

position, we contribute significantly to the long-term success of our clients. As a reliable partner, we inspire our clients and 

open up new perspectives through safe and successful risk management. Founded in 1915, Kessler has 330 employees 

working at its headquarters in Zurich and its other sites in Basel, Bern, Geneva, Lausanne, Lucerne, Neuchâtel, St. Gallen, 

Sion and Vaduz. As the Swiss partner of Marsh since 1998, we are part of a network with specialists in all areas of risk 

management and great experience in handling global insurance programs. Marsh, the world’s leading insurance broker and 

risk advisor, operates in more than 130 countries and is part of Marsh McLennan (NYSE: MMC). You can find further 

information at www.kessler.ch, www.marsh.com and www.mmc.com. 
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